
                                      
 
Welcome to our 85th year!  
 
Once again the program chairs have planned some wonderful programs that 
will both inform and engage us this year, beginning with an outstanding 
program on hostas last week.  Be sure to check your yearbook for the new 
programming dates during the winter months. 
 
As I look around, I see all the effects of the drought…trees with bare branches 
and sparse, brown edged foliage; parched lawns; flowers that have passed 
their flowering season too early.  As we appear to be facing the consequences 
of climate change, it will be increasingly important to be conscious of the types 
of plants we need to include our gardens.  Mary Stack’s Environmental Corner 
addresses some of these issues. 
 

October’s Program:  October 12  10:30 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 74 Pleasant St. Arlington, MA 

Creating an Urban Wildlife Refuge: Combining History with the Unexpected 
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Our speaker, Paul Kwiatkowski, 
Conservation and Sustainability 
Manager, has been with Mt. Auburn 
Cemetery for over fifteen years.  He 
has worked on many habitat 
improvements and conservation 
initiatives and has written many 
articles on conservation efforts. 



 
Upcoming Trip to Elm Bank, Wellesley:  Emily Forshay-Crowley 

Interested in going on a guided tour of the beautiful Gardens at Elm Bank 
with lunch to follow?  Last year we were there for the Festival of Trees and 
many of our members expressed an interest in returning there during another 
season.   I am told there is still quite of bit of color there through Oct. 15th.   

WHEN:  Friday, September 30, 2016.  Departure from Arlington will be at 9:30 
A.M. from St. Camillus Church with arrival at approximately 10:30 A.M. and a 
one hour guided tour beginning  at 11:00 A.M.  The fee for the tour is $8.00. 
The cost of lunch to follow is not included and the restaurant tis yet to be 
determined.  Last year we went to the Cottage and may return there. 

CONTACT:  Please contact Emily Forshay-Crowley by September 27th to 
register, if you have any questions, or are interested in car pooling.     
Telephone: 781 718 5060  or  Email:  realtoremilycrowley@rcn.com 

Environmental Corner – Mary Stack 

   If this past summer is a sample of things to come, gardeners in the 
Northeast will have to start looking for drought and heat tolerant plants.  We 
are about ten inches below normal rainfall for the year.  The Quabbin 
Reservoir from which Arlington gets its water is 85.1% below maximum 
level.   This past August was the hottest since record keeping began in the 
1890s. 
     Although most drought tolerant plants need an initial period of regular 
watering while they establish their roots, after the first season they should 
survive on rainwater alone.  Plants native to more southern hardiness zones 
maybe suitable for our gardens as our weather gets warmer and dryer. 
     Some of the more common native plants suggested for drought tolerant 
gardening are: 
                    Yarrow*                        Purple Coneflower* 
                    Black-eyed Susan*        Cranesbill Geranium* 
                    Coreopsis                     Goldenrod 
                    Butterfly Weed *           Barren Strawberry 
For more ideas and information  you can go to these websites: 
https://ag.umass.edu/fact-sheets/drought-tolerant-annuals-perennials 
https://extension.unh.edu/resources/files/Resource000520_Rep542.pdf 

 

     



 
Spring Fundraisers – Patsy Kraemer 
 
Books in Bloom will be held on Friday evening, March 10th.  A committee will 
be forming soon. 
 
The Annual Plant Sale will be held on Saturday, May 20th.  We need a 
chairperson or co-chairs for this event.  Now is the time to thin out or split 
your perennials, plant them up and put them in a sheltered area in your yard.  
By May, they will be looking happy and full and ready to be sold! 
 
Patsy welcomes your ideas for new fundraisers. 
 
Civic Developmemt – Jane Foley 

 
 
 
 
   
 

 
Broadway Plaza was replanted, mulched and consistently watered by a college 
student who was hired for the summer.   
 
The community Preservation Act is bringing in money for the reflecting pool 
and fountains in the Town Hall Gardens.  This is a huge project with a 
projected completion date of late 2017 or early 2018.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Jason Russell House Herb Garden has been replanted with a wide variety 
of historically accurate herbs.  It has been faithfully watered and is thriving. 
The committee put a booklet together explaining the herbs that  
will be used by the guides and will be available at Town Day.  This will be a 
valuable resource for third graders visiting the house as part of their social 
studies curriculum. 

Despite the drought 
conditions many beautiful 
islands were thriving in 
town.   
 

 

The Garden Club along with the 
Master Gardners have met in the 
Town Hall Gardens weekly since the 
beginning of spring to work on 
invasive removal, pruning and 
mulching.  With anywhere from 3 
to 12 people working for at least 2 
hours per week, well over 300 
hours have been volunteered. 
 



 
 
Website:  arlingtongarden.org -  Sally Naish 
 
Currently the website is up to date on programs and information, including 
past issues of the Perennial.   This is a great resource for program information, 
forms, community events and resources.  Do check it out! 
 
Members’ Corner: 
 
Anna Ciancola, a long time member of the Garden Club died recently.  The 
Garden Club will donate $100.00 in her name to “Trees Please.” 
 
Programs of Interest: 
 
Grow Native has put all their Evening with Experts Lectures on video that can 
be watched at their website www.grownativemass.org.  This is an opportunity 
to see nationally recognized authorities on growing native plants sharing their 
expertise. 
 
New England Wildflower Society has begun offering several on-line courses 
this fall.  In addition to these, there are many on site classes and field trips 
offered. To view the on-line catalog, visit their website at 
www.newenglandwild.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Happy Autumnal Equinox 


