
                                      
 
 
September was another record breaker as the hottest September on record.  
October has proven cooler but an extreme drought remains with a severe 
deficit of rain.  It will be very important to continue watering, especially any 
trees, shrubs and perennials that were planted this year.  And don’t forget to 
water any plants you’ve potted up for the Spring Plant Sale! 
 

 
 

November’s Program: November 9 at 10:30 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 74 Pleasant St. Arlington, MA 
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Mary is a local fine art and editorial 
photographer based in Somerville.  
Her Ice Garden series of photographs 
have been added to both private and 
museum collections.  “These ice 
plates continue the themes of 
impermanence, the ephemeral, the 
language of flowers, and family 
history of a garden. 
 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Environmental Corner – Mary Stack 
The average temperature of the earth has risen by 1.4 degrees since the 
1800's.  Most scientists accept this as evidence of global warming and believe 
it is caused by the increase in greenhouse gas emissions from burning fossil 
fuels.  Many studies are being conducted to determine the effects of global 
warming today and in the future. 
 
Here in New England many of these studies involve sugar maples and maple 
syrup production.  Researchers have found that the season for collecting sap 
is starting earlier and ending earlier.  Sap only flows when the temperature is 
above freezing during the day and below freezing at night. Warmer weather 
means few days of flow.  Less sap is being collected and the sugar content of 
the sap can be reduced by 50%.  Because of various factors, including climate 
change, Canada now produces more maple syrup than the US. 
 
Scientists are predicting that warmer 
weather well move the most favorable 
habitat for sugar maples farther north 
into Canada.  Sugar maples will not 
disappear from New England, but the 
trees will be stressed by hot, dry 
summers. If large numbers of maple 
trees are lost due to extreme weather 
conditions, drought or insect 
infestations, our increasingly 
inhospitable climate will prevent their 
repopulation.  Other trees, more adapted to a warmer climate, will replace 
them. 
 
Heat and drought can stress maple trees so they produce less sugar for 
storing in their roots over the winter.  Low sugar production can also affect 
the color of the fall foliage.  As days shorten, trees stop producing chlorophyll 
and leaves turn yellow.  Sugar maples produce anthocyanin a red pigment 
which combined with yellow gives their leaves a bright orange color.  The 
amount of anthocyanin produced depends on how much sugar is produced. If 
there is less sugar, less anthocyanin is made so leaves are more yellow. 
 
Perhaps a decrease in greenhouse gas emissions in the future will arrest the 
decline of this New England icon. 
 
 

 



 
 
Garden Therapy - Barbara Neenan and Robin Watkins 
 
On October 3rd we had the first meeting of the season. We were greeted 
warmly by residents and staff alike. Donna McGowan and Charleen Donahue 
were responsible for the craft and yummy treats.  They brought in small, 
hollowed out pumpkins and mums in several shades and we assisted the 
residents with placing the flowers in the pumpkins.  The entire dining room 
was ablaze with color. Following the craft, everyone had pumpkin bread and 
beverages and then joined in a sing-a-long with new member, Kathy Reeder 
playing the piano.  A wonderful time was had by all! 
 
Spring Fundraisers – Patsy Kraemer 
 
Members who attended the October meeting had the opportunity to participate 
in an activity where they ranked the possible future fundraisers as well as 
provide some other ideas.  We’ll be looking forward to hearing how the “poll” 
turned out. 
 
Meanwhile, there are still opportunities to help out with Books in Bloom and 
with the annual Spring Plant Sale.  Please contact Patsy if you would like to 
lend a hand. 
 
Robbins Library Photography Exhibit – Fritzi Galley 
 
Throughout the month of November, the Arlington Garden Club will be 
presenting photographs of several traffic islands and container gardens that 
are in our town’s public spaces. These small gardens are maintained by 
volunteers and businesses to help make Arlington a beautiful place to live, 
work, and visit.  The exhibit will be in the Reading Room of the Robbins 
Library.  Hope you all can find time to come in and enjoy. 
 
Website:  arlingtongarden.org -  Sally Naish 
 
Currently the website is up to date on programs and information, including 
past issues of the Perennial.   This is a great resource for program information, 
forms, community events and resources.  The Perennial will soon be 
distributed through the web site.  Do check it out! 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Trip to Elm Bank – Emily Forshay Crowley 

 
Our tour of Elm Bank  at 
Mass Horticultural Society 
was  inspiring 
and  educational.  We 
learned about many 
different plantings .  There 
are twelve gardens there 
and each is a feast for the 
eyes.  We were  in awe of the gardens and how 

much color there was for the end of Sept. We had a fabulous tour guide from 
France.  I strongly recommend that for any one who has not been there yet it 
is a must see.   The website www.masshort.org has a wonderful introductory 
video.   
 
 
Civic Development – Jane Foley 
 
The Civic Development Committee was formed several years ago when AGC 
members, Patricia Webb and Fritzi Galley approached the Board with 
concerns about how the town looked.  Because of their hard work and the 
many, many hours of garden club volunteer time, the town is a much lovelier 
place to visit and live. 
 
Thank you notes featuring the planters and gardens that have been provided 
and grown by various organizations and businesses in town have been 
distributed.  
 
Some of the left over plants from the Spring Plant Sale which were being kept 
at Nancy Pike’s home have been shared with the Housing Corporation to be 
used in landscaping their properties.   
 
Plans for the re-design of Broadway Plaza no longer include any planters.  
Many thanks to Janet Pagliuca and the gardeners who have planted and 
maintained the beds over the past several years.  
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
Programs of Interest  
 
Our October meeting featured speaker Paul Kwiatowski, conservation 
manager at Mt. Auburn Cemetery.  One of the areas he discussed was the 
opportunity for participation in Citizen Science projects.  If you are interested 
in nature, and concerned about the potential impact of climate disruption and 
severe weather on habitat and the wildlife it supports, citizen science is right 
for you. To learn how you can make a difference just by following a trail 
through Mt. Auburn’s urban wild refuge, google “Citizen Science at Mt. 
Auburn Cemetery.” 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 


