
                                      
 
I am so grateful for the warm weather we are experiencing.  Hopefully the 
record cold has left along with the melting snow.  I’m waiting to see if I can 
glean a few hardy specimens to prepare for our sale on May 23rd.  Be sure to 

check your garden for plants that can be split and potted up and do check the 
article on the sale to see where you can help.  If you are unable to prepare 
some plants, financial contributions toward the purchase of annuals to sell 
will also be welcomed. 
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Upcoming Programs: 
 

Evening Meeting – April 30 – 7:00pm 
Masonic Temple 

Mushrooms: what are those doing in my garden? 
Come and learn all about these wonders of the 
woods from Dan McCullough, Education 
Coordinator of Mass Audubon’s Habitat  Sanctuary 
Belmont.  Back by popular demand from the day 
program, Dan will share his amazing knowledge 
and how they impact your garden. 
  

 

 

 

 

 Daytime meeting – May 13 - 10:30 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 

Confessions of a Seed Snatcher – Marie 
Patrice Masse, M.Ed., who tends her 
organic vegetable garden in Stowe will 
teach us how to gather and save seeds 
from your friends’ gardens as well as 
sharing entertaining stories of “finding” 
seeds in unusual places. 
 
 

 

 

 



Annual Plant Sale  
 
 GOT SPRING? 
 
LET’S THINK SPRING AND GET STARTED ON THE ANNUAL PLANT SALE 
CHAIRS:  FRITZI GALLEY AND GERRY RICCI 
 
DATE:  MAY 23, 2015 – MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND (two weeks later than 
date in the yearbook) 
TIME:   9AM – 12PM - RAIN OR SHINE 
LOCATION: JASON RUSSELL HOUSE (corner Mass Ave and Jason Street) 
 
Sub-Committee Chairs: 
Bake Sale – Ginger Tower (helper – Kyle Sterne) 
Cashier’s Table – Irene MacKinnon (helpers Gerry Ricci, Nancie Richardson 
Café with coffee and dessert – Fritzi Galley and Katherine Krister 
Master Gardener Table – Trish Webb will provide master gardeners 
Plants (gather and price) – Carol Davis (helpers Jackie Keshian, Stephen 
Miller) 
Publicity – Flo Dunlap 
Tag Sale – Carol Nahigian  (helpers Marie Doughty, Jane Foley, Valerie 
Maxwell, Donna McGowan, Nancy Pike) 
We’ll have updates soon from sub-committee chairs with helpful instructions 
on what needs to be done.  They’ll be looking for helpers too.  Pick a task and 
give that Chair a call. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Planting Guidelines and Labels 

Both are available at the end of the newsletter following the renewal forms and 
on line at our web-site: arlingtongarden.org. 

 
  

Despite the rain last year, everyone had a great time 
participating in this important fundraiser for the 

Garden Club 



 

Lyman Estate Mansion and Greenhouses Tour  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a tour coming up at the Lyman Estate Mansion and Greenhouses in 
Waltham on May 20th. There will not be many blooms in the greenhouses at 
that time but the greenhouse structures themselves are very interesting as 
they were built in 1804 and are among the oldest greenhouses in U.S.  

Each guided tour is about 45 minutes. Between the tours of the Mansion and 
the Greenhouses we can walk the grounds on our own where many of the 
spring perennials will be in bloom and then go to a local restaurant for lunch 
before returning to the estate for the greenhouses tours. Emily Forshay-
Crowley will send out an email when the schedule of the two tours are 
confirmed pending the interest in the tour. The fee for the guided tour to the 
Mansion and the Greenhouses is $11.00 - this is a slightly discounted rate for 
doing both. 

Please contact Emily Forshay-Crowley if you are interested in attending at 781 
718 5060 or email to realtoremilycrowley@rcn.com. 

 

Combined June Meeting  
 
Our joint meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 17 at 6:00 pm.  Be sure to 
watch the newsletter and check out the web-site. 

 

Membership Renewal Forms   
 
The membership forms are available at the end of the newsletter and on the 
web-site.  Membership will remain at $40.00 for the year. 
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Invasives Corner 
 
You may be surprised to learn that the ubiquitous border privet hedge 
(Ligustrum obtusifolium) is now considered an invasive plant in 
Massachusetts.  Like many invasive plants, it was introduced for 
landscaping.  Because it grows in thick dense patches and has no natural 
controls, it can quickly crowd out native plants.  It has escaped to open fields, 
roadsides and edge land. It is spread by birds dropping the undigested seeds 
of its small purple fruit.   
 
The suggested methods for removal are repeated cutting back, uprooting or 
the application of herbicides.   
If you are thinking of planting a new hedgerow or replacing one, some native 

plants to consider are Inkberry (Ilex galbra), Bayberry (Myrica pennsylvanica) 
and Blackhaw (Viburnam prunifolium).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Programs of Interest 
 
The Gore Estate plant sale will be held Friday to Sunday, May 22 – 24 from 
9:00 to 4:00.  The focus will be on heirloom varieties and hanging baskets.  
Noted gardener and floral designer, Scott Clarke, will be on hand to answer 
questions and share his gardening knowledge.  On Saturday there will be a 
potting station for anyone who would like to transplant on site.  You will need 
to bring your own container.   
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