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Dear readers…. 

Welcome to the unexpected. 

In Life learn to bend with grace, let yourself grow, be 
humble and never forget to look for the beauty changes 
can bring. 

Hopefully the Pandemic is slowly receding into the rearview 
mirror?  More than a year ago, things were being shut down…then 
came a more positive outlook of lifting restrictions and a fresh 
start…new beginning was in sight and a change for the better? 

Not so fast…..only time will tell at this point. I had hoped for a 
more positive message for everyone.  Maybe a bit down the road. 

Stay safe stay well and keep positive! Let’s hope for an in-person 
meeting this fall! 

Your President…..Lolly Bennett 
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September Program 
Wednesday, September 15, 2021– 10:30 am 

Join Zoom Meeting 

“Greater Boston Parks and Gardens” 
Maureen Bovet - Explorer of parks, gardens and historic sites 

 

Maureen is passionate about gardens and has compiled her beautiful 

photos to illustrate the bounty of public garden spaces we enjoy in 

southern New England.  These will include her favorites, the ones she 

visits each year and in as many seasons as she can.  This will be a great 

opportunity to plan some garden visits before the winds blow cold! 
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Environment – Stephan Miller, Chair 

Global Warming Redux 

I want to talk a little bit more about global warming, the primary 
environmental threat we are currently facing. 

As I see it, we are carrying out an uncontrolled experiment on the 
only planet we know can support life -- our only home. 

I jus t r ead the summary o f the mos t r ecen t IPCC 
(Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) report which was 
released in late August.  Their primary conclusion is that “It is 
unequivocal that human influence has warmed the atmosphere, 
ocean and land.” 

The report goes on to state the “Human-induced climate change is 
already affecting many weather and climate extremes in every 
region across the globe.”  It’s only going to get worse if we don’t do 
something about it and fast. The bottom line of the report is that 
the earth is heating up faster than we predicted. 

Denial of this problem is inevitably based on greed and self-
interest because there is no rational reason for denying that we 
have a big problem:  massive uncontrolled fires raging in 
California, Oregon, Greece and Siberia and multiple mega-
hurricanes bearing down on the Gulf Coast.  In addition, July 
2021 was the hottest month on record.  It’s only going to get worse 
unless we do something. 

But what can we do?  The petroleum industry has changed its 
tactics from denial to admitting that there is a problem, but it 
takes the position there is nothing that can be done about it.  The 
industry is hoping that this position will make us feel too helpless 
and too discouraged to act.  Make no mistake, it is not too late for 
us to mitigate the worst consequences ahead of us. 

3



Household electricity from renewable sources is now competitive in 
price with electricity generated using fossil fuels.  You can sign up 
to purchase renewable electricity through Arlington’s Ace program.  
Not only will you be reducing the amount of greenhouse gases 
expelled into the atmosphere, but you will be helping to reduce 
illnesses and deaths caused by the pollution from burning fossil 
fuels.  In 2018, it was estimated that there were over eight million 
premature deaths, worldwide, caused by the burning of fossil 
fuels. 

I encourage you to do whatever you can personally to reduce your 
carbon footprint, but the biggest affect we can have is to work 
collectively.  Vote to elect leaders that have, as a top priority, 
preserving our climate.  Mandating the use of renewable energy 
and taxing the release of greenhouse gasses into the atmosphere is 
the minimum we need to insure a viable ecosystem and a livable 
earth into the next century. 

The pie chart shows the 

amount of greenhouse 

gas emissions caused by 

various human activities.  

E l e c t r i c p o w e r a n d 

transportation are the 

two categories that we 

can personally have the 

most effect on.  Drive as 

little as possible; walk, 

b i c y c l e , u s e p u b l i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a n d 

possibly trade in that 

gas-guzzler on a hybrid 

o r f u l l y e l e c t r i c 

automobile. 
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Have you become confused after listening to the conflicting advice 
presented to us by the media?  I have. 

It is vitally important that you educate yourselves about the 
dilemma facing us so that you can make the right choices in 
changing to a more environmentally benign lifestyle.  I think a good 
place to start is to read the most recent book by Michael Mann, 
The New Climate Wars. Mann is director of the Earth System 
Science Center at Pennsylvania State University.  He has been a 
leader in elucidating the science behind the warming of the 
atmosphere and a strong advocate for change.  This book makes a 
nice gift.  Above all, don’t succumb to despair.  We must all work 
together to ensure a future for the only home we have. 

The Huntington Theatre is offering members discounted 

tickets to.. 

‘Hurricane Diane’ 
… a quirky, sitcom style tragicomedy from Pulitzer Prize finalist 
and Massachusetts native Madeleine George. In the suburbs of the 
Garden State, the Greek God Dionysus returns from the heavens 
in the guise of a butch gardener named Diane, who's hell bent on 
reversing climate change and restoring earthly order by seducing a 
band of mortal followers. Why not begin with four real housewives 
from New Jersey?  The New York Times  calls it an “astonishing, 
per fect storm of t imely tragicomedy.” And  New York 
Magazine  raves, “Hilarious and full of keen observation and 
profound human affection… there’s so much to celebrate!” 

For $10 discount/ticket, use the code HD10 at checkout. 
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Mystic-Charles Pollinator Pathways 
Mapping Project 

If you have 6 native species on your property, you can get on the(trees count 
double!) by taking our fun and informative survey [http://tiny.cc/MCyardsurvey]. 

You can nominate a public space with native plants to put on the map here: 
<http://tiny.cc/MCgreenspacesurvey> 

We've added a new feature that shows bee links between gardens-- distances of 
1800', 1500' and 300', which that different size bees can travel for forage. These 
are the first steps in linking up the various oases in the food desert to form a true 
pathway! 

Looking for inspiration? Take an easy "armchair garden tour" of photos posted 
under starred entries! 

Let us know that you are incorporating native plantings that expand food 
supply for pollinators (and birds) and restore healthy, biodiverse ecosystems 

to our communities! Pollinators know no boundaries. Support bees, 
butterflies, birds, and our planet today.  
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HOSPITALITY SURVEY RESULTS  
 

Thank you to everyone who replied to our survey regarding 
luncheon at meetings.  Here are the results: 

39 members (out of 80+) replied, 1 new member 
replied but didn’t vote 

 
Option 1 (continue shared lunch tradition): 15 votes in favor 
 
Option 2 (bring your own lunch: 23 votes in favor; 6 of these 
voters requested revisiting this in the spring  

Our survey seems to have been influenced by the pandemic, so we 
are planning to survey again in the spring. 

Enjoy our lovely fall weather! 

Members’ Corner 
Due to the ongoing uncertainty as to when the Club can 
resume in-person meetings, the 2021-22 Yearbooks will 

be mailed to all members. 

An all-too-common garden visitor in most of our gardens 
this year… at night and in broad daylight (below) 
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