
 

 1 

        
 The Perennial 
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2022-23: Issue 1 

Website: <ArlingtonGarden.org> 
Facebook: m.facebook.com/arlingtongardenclubma 

Greetings My Fellow Gardeners 
 

WE ARE ALL TIRED OF COVID, BUT IS COVID TIRED OF US? 

The virus was first discovered in the US in Seattle in January 2019, approximately 1,308 days ago. 

1,308 days, the likes of which we as a country, a world and an individual person have never 

experienced. 

 

Don’t worry, it will be over in a short time/a long time; it will spread like wildfire/ spread slowly; 

have little effect /cause death; isolate people/bring about herd immunity; follow science/ follow the 

quacks; who knows?  Just toss a coin. For over 3 years we have been floundering in chaos but now, 

hopefully, we are seeing the end, a light at the end of the tunnel. It may not be a 100-watt bulb, but 

it is still a light.  People are traveling, eating out, visiting each other, shopping and starting to return 

to normal. However, this normal will not be the one of January 2019, but rather the normal of today, 

of next month, of next year. The Virus or something like it, will always be with us but we have 

shown as a country, a world, and as individuals that we can adapt to the new Normal(s) and make 

them good. 

 

We all have to work together.  I have managed to find some wonderful ways to cope this summer. 

I have become engaged in the natural world in my own backyard. I have collected monarch butterfly 

eggs from my milk weed plants and have 2 chrysalises.  And one tiny caterpillar living in my dining 

room in a make shift home….hopefully to emerge healthy and ready to fly in a bit! 

  

A friend gave me a window hummingbird feeder that I have on a window in my sunroom. The 

hummers visit frequently in the afternoon while I am reading The Globe about two feet from the 

window. These simple things have  brought true joy without having to venture to a crowded beach, 

get on a plane or expend much energy! 

 

I look forward to reconnecting with everyone at our first general meeting  September 21st.  Enjoy 

the rest of the summer and at present, this delightful weather….. 
 

Lolly,  your president  
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The Garden Club year starts off …. 

 

Wednesday, September 21, 2022 – 10:30 am 

Note venue for this meeting: Arlington Town Hall 

 

“Green” Alternatives to Foam 

 

 

 

Mary Hayes, avid gardener and floral designer. Past President - Country Lane 

Garden Club, Chelmsford. Past VP, Buxton Branch, American Begonia 

Society, Certified ABS Judge. 

 
Floral foam is convenient but has adverse impacts to our environment.  Learn alternatives 

such as Agrawool, Oshun coir pouches, chicken wire, frogs and more.  Expand your design 

skills.  Consider impacts of different floral mechanics.  The presentation includes demo of 

three floral arrangements. 

 
 

Lunch following the meeting will be provided 

by the Garden Club Board. 
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THE FOX LIBRARY HAS A SEED LIBRARY! 

Steven Lee maintains the Fox’s Seed Library, sorting and cataloging donations. 

Amanda Troha, Fox’s head librarian, put up the web page: 

<https://www.robbinslibrary.org/fox-seed-library/>  The website has a link to an 

online inventory, which Mr. Lee updates every week with  new donations and 

subtracts inventory once a month. 

 

Arlington Garden Club members are welcome to take what seeds they want.  As 

well, Mr. Lee is soliciting donations.  He has contacts with Arlington’s community 

gardens and currently has a good inventory of vegetable seeds.  However, would-

be-gardeners have taken all the flower seeds! 

 

Do you have any leftover seeds you would like to donate?  The library requests 

original packets only, so that borrowers will have all the relevant 

information.  (Please no very old seeds.) 

 

Other local gardeners’ event… 

 

The Fall 2022 Mid-Cambridge PLANT SWAP 

Saturday September 10, 2022  - 12 – 2 pm 

[Rain date—in case of DOWNPOUR—is Sunday Sept. 11, 12-2] 

at Fayette Park - near the corner of Broadway & Fayette St., Cambridge 

As always, bring anything you’d like to share.  No need for elegant packaging, but 

please do write down the names of plants.  We expect to have perennials, 

seedlings, seeds, indoor plants, catalogs, pots, tools, and lots of "whatever."  Feel 

free to just come, chat with neighbors, talk gardening.  And if you can help with 

setup or cleanup, thank you. Please let Helen Snively know 

(hmsnively@aol.com).  

But one caveat: We have to make sure this isn’t a super spreader of…. Asian 

jumping worms!  They have spread so widely that it’s hard to be sure anyone’s 

yard is free of them. If you don’t know about them, please see link at the end for 

an informative link and our little protocol on how to avoid spreading them.  

  

https://www.robbinslibrary.org/fox-seed-library/
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Sunday September 11, 2022 - 1 to 5 pm 

Watertown's Life-Friendly Garden Tour 

This year, in addition to your full gardens, we are featuring the planting strips between 

sidewalks and streets. This challenging environment is also known as the "hell strip". While 

not a location for plants that need tender care, it can be a showcase of tough, drought-

resistant native plants. Even a small strip can be a haven for native bees, butterflies, and 

other pollinators.  Not to mention a splash of color for the people walking by! 

Self-guided tour of gardens tended without any toxics, which has been presented annually 

since 2007.  This year they plan to focus on the "hell strip."  Free.  Map and brochure will 

be at <watertowncitizens.org/working-groups/life-friendly-garden/tour/ 

 

Sunday September 25: Somerville Garden Club Plant Sale 

WHEN:  Sunday, September 25, 2022     TIME:  11 AM to 2 PM 

WHERE:  21 Lexington Avenue, Somerville, MA  

(A SGC club members’ driveway near Davis Square and the Community Path)Please 

wear a mask while shopping. 

Join us once again for our annual sale of house plants, perennials, annuals, dried flowers, 

and white elephant gardening items, donated and locally grown by Somerville Garden 

Club members. 

The Somerville Garden Club holds one of the best plant sales in the Boston area. Club 

members divide and donate time-tested favorites as well as plants they have just 

discovered.  Discover the perfect plant to enliven your garden or windowsill at this 

popular yearly sale.  Perennials for sun and shade, herbs, shrubs, groundcovers, plus a 

wide variety of house plants will be featured.  Choose from hundreds of plants donated by 

Somerville Garden Club members and friends.  Visit the Connoisseur Table for that 

unique specimen or find a tried-and-true favorite – there’s something for everyone!  

Horticultural books, decorative containers, and garden tools will also be for sale. 

Experienced gardeners will be available to answer questions and assist with plant 

selections.  And the littlest gardener will enjoy the Children’s Table.  Proceeds benefit the 

all-volunteer, non-profit Somerville Garden Club. 

Now, back to jumping worms.  If you don't know about them yet, here's a useful link:  

<https://ag.umass.edu/landscape/fact-sheets/jumpingcrazysnake-worms-amynthas-spp> 

 

http://watertowncitizens.org/working-groups/life-friendly-garden/tour/
https://ag.umass.edu/landscape/fact-sheets/jumpingcrazysnake-worms-amynthas-spp

