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Greetings My Fellow Gardeners 
 
The recent October Dirt (published by the Mass. Master Gardeners Association 
(<https://www.massmastergardeners.org/>) inspired me to take stock of my 
positive and not so positive experiences in my garden this past summer. 
 
The heat and lack of rain did not help.  However, my outdoor space seems to be 
changing more rapidly (so it seems). My neighbors behind me had planted several 
trees right on the property line, and my sunlight  has diminished considerably. I 
used to grow vegetables and more roses in the past.  Consequently, I have found 
joy by putting up two hummingbird feeders and also have seen the hummers on 
my bee balm and other plants.  I have also had much joy from raising seven 
monarch butterflies from eggs to adults, who I was able to watch fly off my fingers 
into the sunshine, leaving me elated! (But a bit bereft as well). 
 
One other joy I recently experienced was tasting a friend’s homegrown Paw Paw 
from their tree. I have never tasted one before. My next mission is to locate some 
growing in Lexington. 
 
Happy Fall To All! 
 
Lolly, Your President  
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OCTOBER PROGRAM 
 

Wednesday, October 19th, 2022 – 10:30 am 

Venue:  Masonic Temple, 19 Academy Street, Arlington 

~ Bring your own bag lunch ~ 

Coffee, tea, water and dessert will be provided  

 

Invasive Plant Management for Tended Landscapes 
 

               
Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus)    Purple Loosestrife 

 

What is an invasive?  How common are they?  How do we remove them? 
 

Elissa Landre from Mass Audubon will answer these questions and share 
much more about invasives at our October meeting. 
 

Elissa is the former director of MassAudubon Broadmoor Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Natick.  With the formation of the Metro Region, she became 
the Community Advocacy and Engagement Manager.   She has extensive 
experience managing invasives during her time at Broadmoor. 
 

One of the beautifully created arrangements by September 
speaker, floral designer Mary Hayes 
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Environment – Stephan Miller, Chair 

My New Chipper 

 

In my decades of gardening, I have come to realize that compost is the most important soil 

amendment I can use. 

 

You can either purchase it or make it yourself.  Given the large amount of garden waste I 

produce, I decided to make it myself.  I piled up all the branches, leaves and grass clippings 

and waited for them to become compost.  And waited, and waited…  After a year, there 

was a small amount of compost at the  bottom of the pile, but the other 80% of the material 

was mostly intact.  Back to the drawing board. 

 

Since I noticed that smaller pieces were decaying faster, I decided to purchase a 

chipper/shredder to make everything smaller.  It worked like a charm!  After all the waste 

was ground through the chipper, it took less than a year to decay into beautiful fine 

compost.  I had that chipper for more than 20 years.  Unfortunately, there were many big 

downsides to owning that machine. 

 

First off, it was kind of big weighing almost 200 lbs.  I had a heck of a time getting it up 

the hill to my compost piles.  I named it “The Red Monster.”  The particular model I 

purchased had a 10 hp motor and could chip a  3”limb.  It was deafeningly noisy, produced 

polluting gasses and jammed regularly.  When it jammed, it took me about an hour to 

disassemble it and free the jam.  Every Autumn it had to be winterized and prepared for 

cold weather storage. 

 

All this coupled with frequent expensive overhauls caused me to rethink my strategy.  I 

decided to junk the shredder and cut up all the waste by hand.  That lasted one summer, 

and my hands are still recovering.  In the meantime, several manufacturers came out with 

small electric chippers which looked quite capable on paper.  Most easily chip a 1” branch, 

produce no polluting gasses and are much quieter and smaller than the gasoline powered 

variety.  After weeks of exhausting research, I decided to purchase a chipper made by 

Earthwise.  It cost $168 and weighs 16 lbs.  My gas-powered chipper cost $800 more than 

20 years ago.  But could the new chipper come even close to the performance I needed? 
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The answer to this question is a qualified yes.  The operation is a bit slower, but the chips 

are much finer.  It also jams sometimes, but the mechanism is so simple, jams can be 

cleared in a few minutes.  It can’t chip a 3” branch, but I don’t have many of those anyway.  

The chipping blades are easily replaceable unlike the ”Red Monster” which required a 

major strip down.  I just take the blades out, sharpen them and replace them in less than 20 

minutes.  If you are not into sharpening, replacement blades are easily available.  So, for 

me, the $168 Earth Wise stands up quite well to the $800 “Red Monster,” and I love the 

extra room in my shed.   

 

So don’t throw out that garden waste—make compost!
 

Civic Development, Patsy Kraemer, Chair 

 
As the growing season winds up, we thank all the Garden Club members 
-- and some community volunteers -- for your efforts in beautifying 
Arlington. 

 
 

 
The Club’s Civic Development projects are: 
 

• Beautification/Islands/Planters 

• Jason Russell House Kitchen and Perennial Gardens 

• Ridge Street Circle 

• Town Hall and Whittemore  Robbins House Gardens 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Many, many hours of garden labor given by all of you volunteers have 
helped to make our community more attractive.  Invariably, when we are 
out gardening at these sites, we receive a hearty "thank you" from 
passersby!  We know they appreciate all we do!  We appreciate all you do! 
 
Please think about joining a Civic Development garden site next spring. 

New gardeners are always welcome. 
 

Thank you!! 
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Other local gardening events… 

Thursday, October 13, 7 to 8.30 online: Garden as if the Earth Matters. Anna Fialkoff, of the 

Wild Seed Project in Maine, describes how to garden with native plants to foster biodiversity and 

create more resilient landscapes—without sacrificing beauty. She has many concrete suggestions 

for planting and landscape care, to enrich our soils and help mitigate the stresses of climate change. 

After years at the Native Plant Trust, she knows a lot. Free. Register: 

https://community.massenergize.org/ActonMA/events/702.  

 

Saturday, October 15, noon to 3, Arnold Arboretum: Crabapple and Maple Festival.  At noon, 

a Tree Mob discusses managing crabapple diseases.  At 1 and 2, guided tours of the crabapple and 

maple collections. Plus kids’ activities and microscope stations for viewing plants up close. Free, 

registration appreciated. https://arboretum.harvard.edu/events/event-signup/?id=44841 

 

Thursday, October 20, 6.30 to 7.30, online: Transforming your lawn into a rich tapestry of 

native plants. Discover how to diversify your lawn with lawn alternatives, transition it to meadow 

or convert it to layers of native plants to create a rich, wildlife-friendly tapestry. Free register at 

https://plymouthpubliclibrary.libcal.com/event/9418227 

 

Monday, October 24, 8.30 to 10.30: Middlesex Fells: Fall Nature Walk Along the North and 

Middle Reservoir in Winchester.  Free. Register at https://friendsofthefells.wildapricot.org/event-
4979552. Friends of the Fells are organizing lots of walks, and so is Earthwise Aware, which 

continues to do forest explorations, nature documentation and plant and wildlife monitoring.  Check 

the Friends website for more events. 

 

Saturday November 5, 11 am – 1 pm, 574 Boston Ave.: Medford: Seeds & Cider.  Tufts 

Pollinator Initiative offers free seeds from their native plant garden and free mulled apple cider.  

And information on how to harvest and sow your own seeds. 

 

November 10, 1-2 pm, online: We need to talk about honey bees.  Many people think pollinator 

conservation is synonymous with honey bees and beekeeping, but the story is much bigger than 

that.  They play complicated roles in our natural areas, and even in our urban and suburban areas. 

Xerces Society Senior Conservation Biologist Rich Hatfield offers an honest conversation about 

the possible unseen consequences of a focus on honey bees. Free. Register: https:// 

xerces.org/events/oregon/we-need-to-talk-about-honey-bees 
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