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Greetings my fellow garden club members 

 
This new year has had a joyful beginning with many club 
members enjoying a long awaited gathering back at St. John’s for our 
January membership meeting. Our overall situation just may be beginning 
to return to normal soon? 
 
Our winter weather has been a bit evasive thus far.  So, instead of 
strapping on my snow shoes, I have taken up feeding our 
feathered “friends” on my back deck after much deliberation (so many pros 
and cons).  I am delighted to welcome a variety…however, I spied 
an immature cooper’s hawk or sharp shinned? on a neighbor’s fence….The 
birds’ appetites seem even more voracious this winter for some reason.  All 
my winterberry bushes have been depleted.  
 
Enjoy and stay warm…. 
 
Lolly, Your President 
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FEBRUARY PROGRAM 

Wednesday, February 15, 2023 – 10:30 am 

Welcome back for the 2nd month to… 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, 74 Pleasant Street, Arlington 

(enter through side door on Lombard Road) 
 

~ Please bring your own bag lunch ~ Coffee, tea & water will also be provided ~ 
 

The Chrysanthemum’s Journey 
 

Ila Cox, plant lover, gardener, garden traveler and student of plant 
history.  Ila served as Chair of the MFA’s Flower Committee and 

lectures on flower arranging and plant history. 
 

           
 

As early as 1500 BC China had integrated the chrysanthemum into its culture in 
a number of ways: as herbal medicine, pesticide, food source and aesthetic icon.  
With China as its launchpad, the chrysanthemum was dispersed to other 
cultures.  By the 19th and 20th Centuries the chrysanthemum had become a 
popular flower in the west.  Chrysanthemum societies sprang up, developing and 
promoting a myriad of hybrids and horticulture techniques for personal gardens 
and commercial growing. 

 

Hospitality Committee 

Bronwyn Dillon & Karen MacKinnon, Co-Chairs 
 

Hospitality Committee Meeting February 8th 
 

We are gathering together with Club members who are interested in being a part 
of the Hospitality Committee.  Please join us for coffee or tea at Karen's home 

on Wednesday, February 8th at 1:30 pm for an informal meeting to exchange 
ideas anyone may have.  We welcome anyone who would like to be on the team, 
whether you can help out once during the year or would like to help at every 
meeting.  We hope to see you on Feb. 8th and look forward to hearing your ideas. 

 

Please RSVP to Karen at <kpmjdmac@yahoo.com>. 
 

mailto:kpmjdmac@yahoo.com


 

 3 

 

Environment – Stephan Miller, Chair 

Plant Sale & Jumping Worms 
 

Last year, I wrote an article for The Perennial about jumping worms, an invasive 
species of worm coming our way.  Well, they are here.  I have had several local 
gardeners tell me that they have spotted the worms in their gardens. 
 
Should we worry about spreading these invasive worms when we exchange 
plants, and what are the implications for the Spring Plant Sale?  My thoughts 
about this problem are that the worms are here and will get to all of our gardens 
eventually, but we should try to slow the spread by being as vigilant about our 
plant donations as possible. 
 
Jumping worms are both heat and cold sensitive.  The adults die soon after frost, 
but they leave behind very small pupae which can over-winter.  The pupae hatch 
in late May to late June, so when you are dividing your perennials, the worms 
may not have hatched. 
 
Jumping worms, unlike earth worms, live in the top inch of the soil so when you 
pot up your plants, inspect the root ball in general but pay particular attention 
to the top inch of soil.  Better yet, you can even discard the top inch and replace 
it with potting soil.  If the worms have not yet hatched, it is unlikely that you will 
spot the pupae because they are dark brown in color and 2-3 mm [approx. 1/10”] in 
diameter, so the most stringent screen would be washing off all the soil before 
potting and discarding the used soil in the trash. 

If you purchase plants in May or early June, don’t plant them immediately, but 
wait a month until the worms, if there are any, have hatched.  If you see worms 
at the end of June, discard all the worms and all soil around the roots before 
planting. 
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Garden Therapy 

Carol Nahigian & Carmen Torres, Co-Chairs 

 

The January visit to Brightview was canceled because not enough committee 
members were able to attend.  While it was disappointing, we are realizing we 
need to reach out to Garden Club members who are not currently on the Garden 
Therapy Committee to see if you would be interested in joining us for a visit.  It’s 
a pleasant way to spend an hour, hanging out with the appreciative residents 
and helping them create an arrangement with flowers and greens.  Club members 
who participate always come away feeling like we’ve had a worthwhile experience.  
Please consider giving it a try! 
 

“Music in Bloom” - Canceled 

Patsy Kraemer & Sally Naish, Co-Chairs 

 

The Club and Friends of Robbins Library have had to cancel Music in Bloom, 
originally planned for Friday evening, March 3rd.  Reasons for the decision include 
continuing Covid issues and asking members to attend and pay for an indoor 
event.  As well, most of the previously interested floral displayers said they could 
not commit to creating a display this year. 
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A History of the Arlington Garden Club: 
Fourth Installment - 1960’s 

 

~ Compiled by Nancie Richardson, former Club President 
and Club Historian, for the Club’s 75th Anniversary in 2005 ~ 

February 1961 – We delivered over 250 plants to shut-ins as part of our 
Valentine Remembrance.  Mrs. Leslie Moriary was the holiday gift 
chairman. 
 
June 1961 – We sponsored, free to the community as our gift, a flower 
show held at Town Hall called Our Town to commemorate the Club’s 30th 
anniversary.  Several town organizations were honored by our floral 
displays: 

• Arlington Friends of the Drama:  Shadows and Substance, a play 
being performed that season 

• The Philharmonic:  Waltz of the Flowers 

• The First Congregational Church (now the Universalist Unitarian):  
Church Spires 

• Cyrus Dallin:  Beauty in Sculpture Form 
 
The Arlington Parks Department arranged a border on the Town Hall  
stage showing typical town plantings. 
 
April 1967 – We were awarded a ribbon for our September 28, 1966, 
flower show Serendipity and Flowers, a standard flower show and tour of 
9 houses of Club members. 

 

In 1967 – The Club voted to work with the Arlington Conservation 
Commission to reclaim a portion of Mill Brook … the beginning of a long 
and successful project. 
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“NEW PERENNIALS: A LOVE STORY” 
with Deborah Chud 

Wednesday, April 26, 2023, 7 pm (on-line) 

 

Please join the Arlington Garden Club and the Friends of the Robbins Library, co-sponsors of this 

virtual event, for a presentation by Deborah Chud, a retired Massachusetts physician turned garden-

maker, consultant, and educator. entitled: “New Perennials: A Love Story”. 

The talk is a personal introduction to the design principles of the New Perennialists who gave rise 

to the hottest gardening trend in the world today—naturalistic landscaping – whose influence can 

be seen in New York’s High Line, Chicago’s Lurie Garden, the Oudolf Meadow at Delaware 

Botanic Gardens and Oudolf Garden, Detroit.  Deborah’s six years of research on these gardens 

(among many others) led to her own, highly unusual New Perennial garden and the only known 

database of New Perennial plant combinations. 

• Part 1 of the talk traces discovery of their work, research on plant combinations and use of 

that research to create a garden in the New Perennialist style. 

• Part 2 explores the historical context in which the New Perennialists emerged. 

• Part 3 provides an introduction to their design principles—particularly a radical concept of 

structure and a special balance that approximates nature’s own. 

At the end of the talk Deborah will offer home gardeners (and pros as well) some practical “dos & 

don’ts” for solving the problem of excessive contrast.  This online event will take place on 

Wednesday, April 26th, 7 pm. Bring your questions and join the conversation. 

The event is free and open to registration is required to receive the link.  You can register 

here:<https://www.eventbrite.com/e/new-perennials-a-love-story-tickets-520385345577> 

 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/new-perennials-a-love-story-tickets-520385345577
https://friendsofrobbinslibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Chud-2304-e1673545816341.jpeg
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Members’ Corner 
 

The Club’s By-Laws require the Board to form a Nominating Committee 
each year.  This year’s committee is being chaired by Emily Snyder; Club 
members Janet Pagliuca and Jan Still are serving with her. 
 

This committee shall prepare a list of candidates for the various 
Officers and Chairs of Standing Committee.  The list of 
nominees shall be presented to the Club at the April meeting a 
slate at the April membership meeting. 
 

The slate is voted on at the Club’s Annual Meeting in May; new Board 
members assume office June 1st. 
 
Members serve for a 1-year term, with the option of renewing for a total of 
three 1-year terms.  However, as has been the case in many aspects of our 
lives since Covid struck, some Board members opted to remain for longer 
than three years, which should assist with transitioning new people onto 
the Board. 
 
Please feel free to contact a member of the Nominating Committee if you 
are interested in learning more about the open positions. 

Open Positions for Officers and Chairs - 2023-24 

Treasurer   – OPEN 

Hospitality Chairs  –  1 OPEN POSITION (serving with 
co-Chair Karen MacKinnon) 

Membership Chair  – OPEN 
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